
The King Calls us to Himself and to Mission! 
Our Response – Week 33 – The Surrender Novena 

 

The Objective: To understand that it is only total surrender into God’s will for our lives that we will find 

true happiness and fulfillment as we become the people God created us to be.   

Background: This series is intended to give us opportunities each week to allow Jesus to be Lord of our 

life – of our everyday lives and in all aspects of life as we know it.  But that doesn’t happen by accident.  

The weekly activities can help us in drawing closer to Jesus. But they aren’t a substitute for consciously 

choosing to surrender our life into the hands of Jesus – who literally loved us into and holds us in 

existence every second of every day. 

This week, the question is, “Have I surrendered my life into Jesus’ hands?”  Don’t rush past the 

question.  In 1980, Country singer Johnny Lee wrote a timeless song titled, “Looking for Love in All the 

Wrong Places.”  And how true that is for too many of us in the culture we have lived in all our lives.  The 

culture tells us to look everywhere but to the very One who made us, who knows and loves us better 

than we know and love ourselves; and to look for love everywhere else but in God.  And too many of us 

spend large chunks of our lives looking for love in all the wrong places – fame, wealth, power, prestige, 

possessions, etc.  Or we simply allow the busyness of life to get between us and Jesus. 

This week, we want to step back and remember whose we are, and who loves us even more than we 

love ourselves.  Then we want to (re-)surrender into God’s will for our lives so that He becomes the 

center of our lives and around which, every other aspect of life is positioned. 

What to Do:  We are going to use the Surrender Novena as our way of placing ourselves totally in the 

hands of Jesus, so that we begin to depend on and trust in Him for everything – full stop. Yes, a Novena 

takes nine days to complete so it will take you into next week. Keeping in the spirit of this series, the 

Surrender Novena, takes less than 5 minutes each day to pray, though you may want to take a few more 

minutes to let the prayers sink in and take them to heart. 

Servant of God, Don Dolindo, the man who authored the Surrender Novena and the Novena itself are 

both amazing!  Read his story and get the daily Novena prayers here: 

https://catholicexchange.com/the-surrender-novena-let-jesus-take-care-of-everything/ 

One caution.  Don’t just pray the prayers each day – reeling them off like they are some sort of magic 

incantation.  Begin by asking the Holy Spirit to open your heart, to give you a spirit of surrender to Jesus.  

Let Jesus, who loves you beyond anything you can imagine, speak to you through these prayers.  

Surrender into His Sacred Heart as you pray – then take those thoughts with you through the rest of 

your day.  Let Jesus be your all and seek to draw closer and closer to Him through this Novena. 

Parents:  The Surrender Novena is made for families.  It’s short and it’s powerful. This is another chance 

for you to invite your children into a personal, vibrant and growing relationship with Jesus.  Make 

praying the Novena prayers an end of meal activity and tell them Jesus is there with them as you pray as 

a family.  Take turns leading the prayer so everyone can lend their voice to Jesus for that day. Helping 

them learn what it means to surrender into the Divine will of Jesus for their lives is a gift that is truly 

priceless.  Come Holy Spirit!  

https://catholicexchange.com/the-surrender-novena-let-jesus-take-care-of-everything/

